
Parents’ evening presentation



The role of UCAS (Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service)
UCAS processes applications for full-time courses at 
higher education providers in the UK.

We guide students through the whole process, 
providing valuable information and supporting services 
for applicants and their parents.



Choices available
• Higher education.

• Apprenticeships and traineeships. 

• Studying abroad.

• Gap year.

• Getting a job.

Understand the options available at www.ucas.com/alternatives

http://www.ucas.com/alternatives


Apprenticeship advice service 
UCAS have launched an apprenticeships advice service to help students make informed 
decisions about their post-16 and post-18 opportunities.

Find out about:
• the different types of apprenticeships
• how to find and apply for apprenticeships
• preparing for the application and interview process

With the predicted growth of Higher & Degree 
Apprenticeships you’ll also find a dedicated degree and 
professional apprenticeships section on ucas.com which 
profiles current programmes in more detail – from 
chartered surveying to broadcast engineering. 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/apprenticeships-uk
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/apprenticeships-uk/degree-and-professional-apprenticeships


Why higher education?
Opportunities whilst studying

• Chance to study a subject they are passionate about and broaden interests.
• Achieve a qualification that will lead to their chosen career.
• Gain confidence, independence, and important life skills that will widen their prospects.
• Making lifelong friends – it can be fun!

With a degree

• The opportunity to follow their career path. 
• Better job prospects.
• Many employers target graduates.
• Higher earning potential.



Things to consider
There are a number of things for an applicant to consider when applying for higher 
education, such as:

• the subject they enjoy – investing time, money and effort

• if it is right for their career path – check with employers

• location – city/rural, transport links, travel to and from home

• the study style that suits them

• finances – course fees, travel and living costs

• extra-curricular activities

• Accommodation – uni halls or private residence?



Research – it’s free
• Search tool – to look for providers, courses and minimum entry requirements.
• Open days and virtual tours – a great way to explore campuses and facilities.

• UCAS higher education exhibitions – useful to meet different universities and 
colleges, and explore options. 

• Learning from others – student videos, blogs 
and case studies. 

• Career options – our career finder tool is ideal 
for considering the options after education.



Your son or daughter can use the UCAS search tool
search.ucas.com

Researching courses



Visit, visit, visit …



Open day search tool



Virtual open days



Russell Group ▪ University of Birmingham
▪ University of Bristol
▪ University of Cambridge
▪ Cardiff University
▪ University of Durham
▪ University of Edinburgh
▪ University of Exeter
▪ University of Glasgow
▪ Imperial College London
▪ King's College London
▪ University of Leeds
▪ University of Liverpool
▪ London School of Economics & Political 

Science
▪ University of Manchester
▪ Newcastle University
▪ University of Nottingham
▪ University of Oxford
▪ Queen Mary’s University
▪ Queen's University Belfast
▪ University of Sheffield
▪ University of Southampton
▪ University College London
▪ University of Warwick
▪ University of York

The Russell Group of universities is a 
self-selected group of large research-
led British universities.

It contains many of Britain's top 
universities.

There are other groups and league 
tables (e.g. 1994 group, Times Top 
100, The Complete University Guide).



Admissions Tests
A number of universities are now running entrance exams 
in addition to A levels / IB exams.

If your son/daughter need to take an admissions test they 
will need to let us know SOON.  Many of these are already 
open for registration.

We are registered for BMAT, ELAT, PAT, PPE and STEP and 
there is a possibility that they will be able to sit these 
papers here.



Apply 2018 key facts 
• Application is entirely online.

• Maximum of five choices – vary challenge.

• Some choice restrictions:
• for medicine, veterinary science/medicine and 

dentistry there is a maximum of four choices
• can only apply for either Oxford or Cambridge

• Simple application cost: 
• one choice – £13   
• two to five choices – £24 

• Equal consideration if deadlines are met. 

• Invisibility – universities cannot see where else someone has applied.



Changes for 2017

▪ AS qualification does not count to A2 grade in linear 
courses

▪ In non-linear courses, the AS is now 40% rather than 50% 
of the overall grade

▪ New UCAS Tariff introduced last year – although many 
universities will still make offers in grades



Mid September – completed applications can be submitted to UCAS.

15 October (18:00 UK time) – deadline for Oxford or Cambridge, and most courses 
in medicine, dentistry or veterinary medicine/science.

15 January (18:00 UK time) – deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses. 

24 March (18:00 UK time) – deadline for some art and design courses.

30 June (18:00 UK time) – last date to submit an application before Clearing.

When to apply



The Applicant Journey
▪ Potential applicant finds a course 

▪ Completes UCAS application form and sends to school

▪ School adds reference and sends form to UCAS

▪ UCAS sends form out to HEIs

▪ HEIs make decisions (offers or unsuccessful)

▪ Applicant decides what offers to accept (firm + ins)

▪ HEIs confirm place when exam results known
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The personal statement
• The only section your son or daughter has control over.

• Their only chance to market themselves individually.

• One personal statement for all choices.

• Max. 4,000 characters, 47 lines

• Min. 1,000 characters

• No spelling/grammar check 

• No formatting



It needs to be personal…

▪ Mary Curnock Cook, UCAS’ Chief Executive said: 

▪ “The personal statement is supposed to be personal. 
Learning to write about yourself in a compelling way is a 
vital skill when applying for jobs; using hackneyed phrases 
is not the best way to stand out.”



It needs to be personal…
The ten most common opening lines used in personal statements during the 2015 UCAS application cycle were:

1. From a young age I have (always) been [interested in/fascinated by]… [1,779]
2. For as long as I can remember I have… [1,451]
3. I am applying for this course because… [1,370]
4. I have always been interested in… [927]
5. Throughout my life I have always enjoyed… [310]
6. Reflecting on my educational experiences… [257]
7. Nursing is a very challenging and demanding [career/profession/course]… [211]
8. Academically, I have always been… [168]
9. I have always wanted to pursue a career in… [160]
10. I have always been passionate about… [160]

Just outside the top ten was a quote from former president of South Africa, Nelson Mandela:
11. Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world… [148]



Where to start
• Think about what makes them stand out in an exciting and positive way.

• Show enthusiasm for the course they are applying for and list supporting
evidence to back this up.

• Extra curricular activities and relevant work experience.

• Skills they can use on the course – leadership, communication, team work for 
example.

• Encourage them to ask you for more ideas.

• Allow plenty of time.



Personal statement
resources
www.ucas.com/personalstatement



Start Early!
Personal statements are so important, make sure your son or daughter includes: 

▪ academic achievements, past and present
▪ interests in the chosen subject area
▪ knowledge of the subject and enthusiasm to go beyond the syllabus 
▪ what they enjoy about studying
▪ details of their independent study skills.

The questions universities and colleges will ask: 

▪ have they chosen the right subject for the right reasons?
▪ do they have a range of interests?
▪ does the personal statement confirm their interest in the subject?
▪ have they studied independently?
▪ are they motivated and committed?
▪ do they possess good numeracy and literacy skills?



References
▪ All applications are supported by an academic reference
▪ References will be written by tutors, using information 

provided by subject teachers
▪ All references are read and checked by the UCAS lead
▪ Estimated grades for references will consider assessment 

week results, AS results and general performance across 
the year

▪ All students read their reference before their UCAS form 
is sent



Tracking applications
Track will allow your son or daughter to:

• follow the progress of their application online

• see their choices and personal information

• see their offers

• reply to offers online



Decision-making by institutions
▪ UCAS processes and makes available to considering 

institutions within 24 – 48 hours
▪ Institutions consider (average waiting time 51 days, so 

patience is required!)

▪ An admissions tutor may make one of three decisions:
▫ Unconditional offer
▫ Conditional offer
▫ Unsuccessful

▪ Each university will record a decision through UCAS 
▪ Track updated and email sent to the applicant 



Decisions and replies

Once all decisions are received, they can hold up to two offers:

• One as their firm choice
• One as their insurance choice (if they want to)
• All other offers are declined 

Track will show their reply date.

FIRM = where you 
really want to go

INANCE =  

Provider decisions:

• Unsuccessful
• Unconditional offer
• Conditional offer – qualifications and achievements and/or UCAS Tariff points



Confirmation 
Exam results are published and admissions staff check if the applicant has met the 
conditions of the offer. 
There are four possibilities:
1. If a student meets the conditions of their firm choice, it’s time to celebrate!
2. If a student doesn’t meet the conditions of their firm choice, but meets the 

conditions of their insurance choice (which should be lower), they will be 
placed at their insurance choice. 

3. If a student has not met the conditions of their firm or insurance choice (or no 
insurance), they will be entered into a process known as Clearing.

4. If a student meets and exceeds the conditions of their offer, they are eligible 
for Adjustment. 



Other options
Extra 24 Feb – early July
If all five choices have been used and they have no offers/rejected all offers.

Clearing from early-July
If there are no offers, or have applied after 30 June deadline.

Adjustment (from A level results day)
If they’ve gained better results than the 
conditional offer they hold, they could apply for a 
different course or university. 



Clearing – how it works
▪ Vacancy list published on the UCAS website

▪ Applicant calls Uni direct to discuss

▪ If verbal offers received, applicant enters 
choice in Track

▪ Uni confirms place or records an 
unsuccessful decision

▪ If unsuccessful, the process continues



What your son/daughter should be 
doing now?

• Research
• Extra curricular
• Work experience

• Go beyond the syllabus
• Focus on this year’s studies



How can you support them?
• Use the parents/guardians section of the UCAS website/Parent Guide 

publication – www.ucas.com/parents and sign up for the newsletter.

• Offer to attend open days, you may have a different perspective.

• Don’t book family holidays at key times.

• Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them.

• Support your son/daughter’s management of their application.

http://www.ucas.com/parents


Videos for parents

FIRM = where you 
really want to goINSURANCE = somewhere 

you would be happy to 
get into 

your FIRM choice

INSURANCE =  
you would be happy to 
get into 
your FIRM choice

UCAS has developed four videos on key topics:

• The UCAS process

• Open days

• Student finance

• Clearing

www.ucas.com/parents



Making UCAS.com more accessible  



ucas.com/connect



Additional help
UCAS Customer Experience Centre
0371 468 0468
Monday to Friday, 08:30 – 18:00 (UK time)



Key People
Mr Miller – Acting Head of Sixth Form
Mr Bridgwater – UCAS Lead


	Parents’ evening presentation
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Russell Group
	Admissions Tests
	Slide Number 14
	Changes for 2017
	Slide Number 16
	The Applicant Journey
	Slide Number 18
	It needs to be personal…
	It needs to be personal…���
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Start Early!
	References
	Slide Number 25
	Decision-making by institutions
	Slide Number 27
	Confirmation 
	Slide Number 29
	Clearing – how it works
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37

